
Slow Down when 
entering the roundabout. 
Speeds of 20 mph or less 
are adequate and safe.

Go Right when entering 
the roundabout. Traffic only 
travels in one direction in 
the roundabout.

Yield at entry to vehicles 
on your left and to 
pedestrians and bicyclists 
in the crosswalks.

While in the roundabout, 
you have the right of way. 
Do Not Stop in the circle. 

Use Turn Signal when 
exiting the roundabout. 

Miss Your Exit? Simply go 
around one more time.
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For more information:

Town of Davidson 
216 S. Main Street 

PO Box 579 
Davidson, NC 28036 

704-892-7591

www.townofdavidson.org

How To  
Navigate  

Roundabouts



Why do we have Roundabouts  
in Davidson?
•	Roundabouts better handle the increased volume 

of vehicles expected in the next few years as 
development continues in Davidson.

•	Aesthetically, 
roundabouts 
reinforce what is 
unique about 
Davidson, 
creating a 
beautiful 
tree-lined 
boulevard 
with 
landscaped 
medians.

•	Roundabouts maintain 
the free flow of vehicles into historic downtown 
and Davidson College.

•	Griffith Street is safer for pedestrians, cyclists, 
and drivers.

•	Roundabouts help facilitate the drop-off and 
pick-up at the two local schools.

Frequently Asked Questions
Why are roundabouts safer? 
Roundabouts require a driver to reduce speed 
when approaching, entering, and moving within 

the roundabout. This 
is contrary to an 

intersection where 
many drivers are 
encouraged by a 
green or yellow 
light to accelerate 
to get across the 

intersection quickly 
and to “beat the  

red light.”

The only movement at the entry and exit of a 
roundabout is a right turn, thus reducing the 
potential frequency and severity of accidents 
compared to accidents typically occurring during 
left turns and when traffic crosses an intersection in 
perpendicular directions (see right).

Aren’t traffic signals safer than roundabouts  
for pedestrians? 
In many cases a roundabout offers a safer 
environment for pedestrians than a traffic signal 
because the pedestrian crossing at a roundabout is 
reduced to two simple crossings of one-way traffic 
moving at slow speeds.

All vehicles must yield to pedestrians in a marked 
crosswalk.

Are roundabouts safe near schools? 
Several roundabouts have been installed near 
schools in the United States, including locations 
in Montpelier, Vermont; Howard, Wisconsin; 
University Place, Washington; and Kennewick, 
Washington. None has reported any significant 
problems.

How to Navigate a Roundabout
The roundabouts at Circles @ 30 are multilane 
roundabouts. How do I choose which lane to 
enter and exit? 
In general, approach a multilane roundabout 
the same way you would approach any other 
intersection. If you want to turn left, use the 
leftmost lane; if you want to turn right, use the 
rightmost lane. In all cases, drive counterclockwise 
around the central island. When preparing to exit, 
turn on your right turn signal as you pass the exit 
before the one you want to use.

What should I do when I’m in a roundabout 
when an emergency vehicle arrives? 
Exit the roundabout at the nearest exit and pull 
over to the right and stop. Do not stop in the 

roundabout as you might block the path of a large 
emergency vehicle.

How about cycling through a roundabout? 
The speed of cars through a roundabout is typically 
15 to 25 mph, close to the speed you ride your 
bicycle. You can choose to either circulate as a 
vehicle or use the sidewalk around the roundabout. 
When circulating as a vehicle, be sure to ride near 
the middle of the lane so that drivers can see you 
and will not attempt to pass you.

Helpful Links:
Roundabouts http://www.roundaboutsusa.com

Center for Transportation Research and Training 
http://www.k-state.edu/roundabouts/

Federal Highway Administration http://safety.fhwa.
dot.gov/intersection/roundabouts

Traffic Calming http://www.trafficcalming.org/


